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A visit to Sophiatown CPS
by Tshepo Ledwaba

Imbali set a date with SOPHIATOWN community psychological services to help students to handle conflicts they 
come across in life and to improve their communication skills. Imbali found this to be very important because here 
at Imbali, there are people in one space from different townships around Joburg with different problems and they all 
need to find a way to work together and solve whatever issues arise amongst themselves.

The workshop was conducted by two 
professionals Mpumi Zondi and Raymond 
Mackay who welcomed the students 
with three fun games to break the ice. 
Thereafter there were introductions and a 
delicious breakfast to start the day.

”Two truths and one lie” was one of the 
games we played. It tested if people can be 
truthful to themselves or not and it was an 
interesting game with a lesson that people 
can be very creative when it comes to lying!

Then the real work started, which was 
about conflicts in each one’s life, where the 
conflicts happen in their life cycle and what 
issues the conflicts were about. Mpumi 
divided the students into four small groups 
to discuss amongst themselves the conflicts 
in their lives and what they were. After that 
we had to come back and present to one 
another. 

There were lot of activities that taught the 
students how to try to deal with or resolve 
conflicts in their lives. Tasks were given that 
would strengthen the students’ abilities to 
deal with issues and in their next visit we 
had to tell how we have been dealing with 
issues after the first session.  

Mpumi and Raymond presented skills 
of how to tackle conflict without putting 
gas on fires. They did a few one-on-one 
counselling sessions with some of the 

students who had big issues that needed 
immediate attention.
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This newsletter is the result of a true team effort. The 
newsletter generates a lot of excitement and energy 
and provides students with useful life skills: for example 
understanding committees, target audiences, editing, 
interviewing, research, working to deadlines and working 
as a team.

Who is Imbali? 
Imbali is a professional training provider of art, craft 
and design skills and creative arts teacher education. 
With 29 years of experience, Imbali is a leader in its 
field. As a non-profit organisation (NPO) Imbali focuss-
es on the disadvantaged in society.

Vision 
To change people’s lives through arts education and 
training.

Mission
Imbali is committed to achieving and maintaining a 
leadership role in the arts, crafts and design education 
and training sector through upholding high standards 
of training and professional teacher development, 
emphasising creativity and innovation in everything we 
do.
Imbali is characterised by the following key attributes:
• Helping individuals reach their full potential as 

artists, crafters, designers and teachers.
• Contributing to the development of a vibrant artistic 

and cultural economy in South Africa
• Excellence, innovation and mastery in the arts and 

crafts sectors
• Upliftment, sharing and co-operation between arts, 

crafts, design and other disciplines

With this set of values, Imbali will continue to grow and 
set new standards in the fields of craft production and 
design and creative arts teacher education in South 
Africa.

Imbali is a non-profit organisation that relies on funding 
to run all its activities.

Editorial team:
Lungani Mogale
Thembani Maseko
Sfiso Suntsha
Tshepo Ntuka
Tshepo Ledwaba

Some new ideas for the newsletter: Note from the 
editors
We held a newsletter meeting in our space on 24 June 
where a lot of innovative and brilliant ideas about 
taking things to the next level were discussed. Since the 
newsletter has been in existence for about 10 years now, 
it was suggested that:
• We need to start selling our newsletter at the shop 

and learners themselves need to take copies to sell 
in the areas where they live while preaching Imbali 
gospel to those who are clueless about such options.

• A fund rising event should be arranged for this year’s 
issue selling reject products at lower price, it can 
start in the Bus Factory. 

Reasons for these adjustments are:
• To add more weight and value to the newsletter 
• So it can generate its own money for printing and be 

independent.

We hope you enjoy this 2017 year-end edition!
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FRONT AND INSIDE COVER: Ceramic 
platter painting from plant still lives

TOP: First year group and facilitator Lungani
MIDDLE: Second year group
BOTTOM: Third year group and facilitator Mama Connie
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Imbali graduates facilitate
by Sifiso Suntsha

This year, the second year class of Imbali students 
formed a production line to develop make-up purses. 
They were facilitated by Sbongile Ngobene who 
graduated from Imbali in the year 2016 and Sello Mdlane 
who graduated in the year 2010. Sello specializes screen 
printing, so he introduced the class to photographic 
screen printing and he facilitated the printing of fabric for 
the make-up purses.  

“I think knowing very well what you are doing makes 
it easy to show or teach other people, so I didn’t have much of a 
problem working with students,” he said.  

Sbongile specializes in sewing so she facilitated the pattern cutting 
and sewing of the make-up purse production. She commented on her 
facilitation experience, “At first I was nervous and it was a bit difficult 
getting your peers to do as you say, but I soon got used to it and it 
seemed like the students also understand. The production went well.” 

Ever since the second year class arrived at Imbali last year they have 
developed their own products as individuals but this time around 
the make-up purse production module required the whole class to 
work as one production team. The class separated into three teams 
according to the strengths each student possesses. 

The three teams were printing, sewing and finishing. The class 
managed to produce 200 make-up purses. You can go to the Imbali 
shop at Museum Africa to buy yourself or a friend a beautiful make-
up purse and in so doing support the students.

.
   

Sculpture and ceramic workshop at Imbali
 
by Karen Santen and Louis Nienhuis

We want to thank Imbali for the opportunity to work with these young people.

We got a warm welcome from the colleagues and students. They were longing 
to learn everything from us.

At first we visited some families of the students, so we got a better impression 
of their background and their way of living, important for us “Amsterdammers”.

The next day we started the sculpting workshop “standing like a statue” with 
the 3rd year students. They had to use their own source or background to 
create a sculpture in sculpting-wax and later on in plaster. They had never done 
this before and they did not know these materials. We had to teach them how 
you make a basic construction before you can start to build up a sculpture. 

We were surprised by the results that came out:
A warrior, a guitar-man, a blind man with stick, a dancing man, man singing 
with a microphone, a performing man, a woman with child on the back, 
woman with a bucket on the head, a woman reaching to a tree, a horseman/
Taurus. 

All sculptures are showing a lot of energy. The next step was to make a 
compact sculpture for casting in silicon and to learn how to make a mold, to 
reproduce more of the same.
During the joint evaluation the students showed us how they really were 
engaged by this workshop!

Louis gave a presentation about his sculptures in wood, there was a lot of 
attention and there were a lot of questions afterwards.

Next two weeks we are going to teach students about sculpture in clay:
The house of my dreams, mother of earth and bulb-shaped animals.
We will finish with a festive closing a sawdust/woodfire in a barrel. 
We learned a lot about the circumstances in which students have to survive 
and how art is such an important component for them.
Now they have the opportunity to continue what they 
learned about sculpting.

-Louis Niënhuis and Karen Santen, 
19 November 2017.
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Louis and Karen inspire Imbali students 
It has been a great honour and privelage for Imbali to have had Karen and Louis with us these past few weeks sharing 
their skills and knowledge. They have introduced us to new materials such as sculpting wax, plaster and a range of 
oxides and different types of clay as well as different approaches to making art. Their sincerity and deep passion for 
sculpture and ceramics comes through in everything they do from their teaching and time spent in the studio with 
students to their lectures and slide presentations. 

Both Karen and Louis are accomplished artists in their own right and 
their deep knowledge of both practice and theory comes through in their 
teaching and what they share with studenst at Imbali. 

Their generosity and passion is greatly appreciated at Imbali and we 
would like to thank them for coming half way across the world from 
Amsterdam to work with us.

-Justine, Imbali staff and students
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A documentary in the making
Lars and Jesse, the sons of Karen and Louis, joined their 
parents at Imbali for the final two weeks of their stay 
to make a documentaty film about Imbali, the students 
and their work with Louis and Karen. Over the last days 
we have got used to the presence of the camera and 
microphone in the studio as work proceeds. We really look 
forward to seeing the final cut and how Lars and Jesse tell 
the stories of individual students, their journey to Imbali 
and into the future.



9

Foundation Course 
By Stacey Haahjem

The 2017 Foundation Course was 
characterised by an abundance of talented 
new students enthusiastically embarking on a journey of art and design exploration. 
Some students were seasoned artists or had learnt drawing and observation skills at 
school, but for others, it was the first time they had the opportunity to paint, create 
collages, work with alternative materials and draw from life. For many students it 
was the first time they had ever made carvings from green soap and most students 
had not ever created charcoal and eraser portraits of friendly potatoes before! By the end of the course, 
the Imbali studio walls were plastered with bright and beautiful artworks and the first year students were 
equipped with a little more knowledge and confidence to continue on the path to become creative crafters 
and innovative designers.   
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The shop recons
By Tshepo Ntuka

Second year student, Tshepo Ntuka went to find out how the two craft shops have been doing this year, namely the 
Imbali shop at Museum Africa and the Imbali graduates’ shop at the Junction mall.

Question:
‘How has the shop been doing so far concerning sales and managing the business? Would you say you are reaching 
your goals?’

Imbali shop (Prudence Muthimuni)

‘The thing we have noticed is that sales mostly depend on seasons. For instance in winter the sales go down and 
when its summer and it’s hot we get more people coming into the museum. Especially when we move towards the 
festive season starting from September, that’s when the museum has more functions, there are more tourists and 
local people coming in so that picks up the sales for the shop. Winter can be really bad for business.

The marketing side needs to improve a lot because now even though our products have improved, we have a mall 
right behind us which is bringing in art shops. So even if our products are different and unique, still a lot of people go 
to the mall more often than they go to the museum. It’s even more reason for us to make sure we stay relevant and 
be out there for everyone to know about us.

Bon Tee Art collection (Bongiwe Kheswa)

Business has been slow because so far the mall hasn’t been that busy. We go out sometimes to markets to boost the 
shop sales. For now we’re just waiting and hoping for our sales to go up because it’s the festive season and people 
will be all over the mall looking to buy presents or to spend for themselves. Otherwise the shop is doing fine because 
we’re also using social media to market ourselves and the response is ok. We can see that we are going somewhere.

The Imbali programme
By Lungani Mogale

The school programme this year was packed again with lots of interesting modules for all students as Stacey and 
Justine kicked off with the 1st years on the foundation course while the 2nd and 3rd years got busy on starch batik 
with Lungani doing an all- over design. This added something new to the technique of creating a repeat pattern 
which we normally do and the results were outstanding.
The 2nd term modules got more intense because it involved working within Cathsseta Unit Standards. It is important 
for the students to achieve the skills programmes which are recognised nationally.  Stacey has to run with the 
modules for both groups, 1st and 2nd years, preparing notes and assessments for the records of each student. The 
1st years were introduced to ceramics by making 6 small flower vases each under the unit standard 115128- ‘Identify 
and prepare materials, tools and equipment for craft production’, while the 2nd and 3rd years were working with 
Mama  Connie on patchwork quilts and shirts under the unit standard 115140- ‘Control stock and material for craft 
production’.

The 3rd term was also very interesting especially for the 1st years, as it was their first time working with fabric, 
dyes and printing with a potato. They made beautiful 2 metre long pieces of fabric, some even experimenting with 
patterns whilst also working under the unit standard 115131 – ‘Make marketable craft product’. The 2nd years were 
busy making hats and make-up purses. 

Due to the careful selection of themes by facilitators and the hard work of the students, beautiful Imbali products 
have emerged once more this year.

For pictures of all products made throughout the year please see pages 14-15
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Cartoon by Sifiso By Thembani Maseko

Where does the love for art come from? Why are some people 
talented in the arts and others not? Are creative people inspired by 
celebrity artists or by great artists of the past? Is it genetic? Do artists 
inherit their ability from family members? Or is it something that 
can’t be explained - a mysterious love and passion for art with no one 
source?

I decided to go around and ask a few artists what they think…
Did you genetically inherit art or were you inspired by someone you 
look up to or is it love/passion?
Sipho Mhlokwa (Artist’s Proof Studio-APS):
It’s something I loved as I was growing up. My uncle is an artist from 
my mother’s side so I might have got it from him. I started drawing 
from grade two. It’s in me. It’s in my blood and I love it.

Aletha Legae (APS):
‘It is love. I went to school to study fashion designing where I learnt how to make patterns. Then the Ikageng 
project came to me and asked if we could start a business together and I agreed. I am now doing packaging for 
their products. I also work with Lidia downstairs who is my sister she also loves art. She helps me with my other 
products which are printed t-shirts. So for me I can say definitely it’s all love and passion.’

Mama Connie Sedumedi (Imbali Visual Literacy Project):
‘My grandmother was a great crafter and she made these big traditional pots in clay and also large baskets made 
out of grass straws. She would make hand- sewn garments and dresses. She was really brilliant with her hands. I 
don’t know if I inherited my talent and love of art from her, but she definitely inspired me a lot!’

Lihle Langa (Market theatre Laboratory):
‘Honestly, it’s something I grew up with. As a kid I used to imitate or impersonate my favourite actors from African 
stories. This inspired me to get into acting. I’m the only one in my family who’s in the arts industry and I would be 
lying if I said there’s someone who’s done it in the family before. My uncle used to draw although he didn’t take it 
up as a career. For him it was just a hobby, but for me performance art is my life.’
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Book reveiw 
by Sifiso Suntsha

Africa Rising is a book about African Design, arts crafts and 
lifestyle. It showcases fashion inspired by different African cultures 
and interior design accessories from African countries like Nigeria 
and Senegal. Topics about various applications of creativity and 
design have been covered in this book like architecture and 
inventions that have been changing Africans’ lives for the better. 

One of the most interesting stories featured in this book is about 
a guy from Mozambique called Goncalo Mabuna who uses found 
weaponry and ammunition to create tribal inspired thrones and 
masks. He says he uses his art as a medium of remembrance of 
the war and violent history of Mozambique.

Spot 5 differences between these 2 pictures 

Cosmos on a canvas
An invisible painting of the cosmos on a canvas
Emanating syllables whispered by youthful lovers

French kiss the sun and feel the warmth in my brush
Cosmic ultra-violet light causing my blood to rush

Superstars want to shine brighter that Orion’s belt

Moon walking in my imagination as the Milky Way 
begins to melt

Creatively morphing through time within this giant blue 
planet
Astral kaleidoscope surface attracts just like a magnet…

by Sifiso Suntsha

This book along with many other very interesting and 
worthwhile books was given to Imbali by 
Karen and Louis. We would like to thank them sincerely.
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Special thanks to our funders and partners without whom  
none of this would be possible: 

Virginia Wellington Cabot Foundation | National Arts Council | Africa Craft Trust | SSMI 
JIWA | Caths SETA | BASA | Museum Africa | Crowdfunding Voordekunst | Departement van 

het Nut tot het Algemeen, afd. Amsterdam | The Imbali Board  
Friends of Imbali and those helping with student tranport bursaries

All the products that you see here in our newsletter you can find for sale in the Imbali shop inside 
Museum Africa. 

We would like to thank all our facilitators for their help and guidance during the year.

Imbali can be contacted @ The Bus Factory, 3 Helen Joseph Steet, Newtown, 
Johannesburg. Tel: +27 11 492 3333 Web site: imbali.za.org  

•Facebook: Imbali Visual Literacy Project 


