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MORASO is the result of a true team effort. The newsletter generates a lot of excitement and 
energy and provides students with useful life skills: for example understanding committees, 
target audiences, editing, interviewing, research, working to deadlines and working as a 
team.

Who is Imbali? 
Imbali is a professional training provider of art, craft and design skills and creative arts 
teacher education. With 27 years of experience, Imbali is a leader in its field. As a non-profit 
organisation (NPO) Imbali focusses on the disadvantaged in society.

Vision 
To change people’s lives through arts education and training.

Mission
Imbali is committed to achieving and maintaining a leadership role in the arts, crafts and 
design education and training sector through upholding high standards of training and 
professional teacher development, emphasising creativity and innovation in everything we do.

Imbali is characterised by the following key attributes:
• Helping individuals reach their full potential as artists, crafters, designers and teachers.
• Contributing to the development of a vibrant artistic and cultural economy in South Africa.
• Excellence, innovation and mastery in the arts and crafts sectors
• Upliftment, sharing and co-operation between arts, crafts, design and other disciplines

With this set of values, Imbali will continue to grow and set new standards in the fields of 
craft production and design and creative arts teacher education in South AFrica.

Imblai is a non-profit organisation that relies on funding to run all its activities.

Credits
Bonga Gamede- cartoonist/ journalist
Bongeka Ntandane- journalist
Lesedi Tsontsi-editor/ journalist
Lucy Mashinini-journalist
Lungani Mogale- editor in chief
Sbongile Ngobeni-editor/journalist

Letter from the editors
This 8th edition of MORASO has once again 
been carried out by a team of Imbali students. 
As usual it’s been an exciting, challenging and 
difficult task. We usually begin the newsletter 
with a large number of participants, but 
somewhere in the middle of the year some 
start to fall behind as they don’t meet the dead 
lines. At least they have the option then to join 
the team again next year. The ones who do 
make it and are able to finish their articles and 
those of others who have dropped out end up 
learning a lot. The most important thing for us 
is to make sure we have a newsletter coming 
out every year and we are very proud and 
honoured with this year’s team who have put 
this edition together for the readers to enjoy 
once more.

The Swiss lady brought 
another friend 
Story by Sbongile and Lawrence 

Kathrine Stalder, a great artist who likes to 
recycle old things and make amazing art 
works, once again visited Imbali this year. 
Much of her work consists of found things, 
she collects old metal pieces to create 
beautiful necklaces and makes diaries and 
installations from things she picks up on her 
walks.. 

This year Kathrin brought a creative friend 
with her, Ildiko Caspo. Ildiko worked with the 
first years giving them their first introduction 
to art. She brought marvellous skill to the 
group.
 
She taught them drawing, using different 
media, including charcoal for their portrait, 
painting, using primary colours to get other 
colours, and clay for small clay heads. They 
also learnt origami, the ancient Japanese art 
of paper folding. They made many different 
things using this technique, and it was the 
first time origami was taught at Imbali. 

Kathrine worked with the 2nd 
and 3rd year students doing 
a never seen before style of 
jewellery using laminated 
paper and fabrics. The 
students enjoyed themselves 
and they kept improving their 
skill with every product they 
made.
The two ladies had an 
exhibition of their work at the 
Bag Factory Artists’ Studios. 
They had worked for 3 months 
towards this exhibition. All 
their artworks were created 
with collected inspiration and 
recycled scraps from their 
time in South Africa. The Imbali students had 
the honour of exhibiting their jewellery at this 
exhibition too.
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Kathrin Stalder

Kathrin and Ildiko at their exhibition ‘Nothing More?’ at the 
Bag Factory with Imbali students

Ildiko Caspo

Kathrin Stalder’s necklaces made from found pieces

Ildiko Caspo’s installation made from straws

Cover: Lucy, Samuel and Yoliswa wearing their patch work shirts
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Creating Mobile sculptures 
The theme of our mobile sculpture project was 
‘flight’. We looked at mobiles in art history and 
also explored how suspended objects are used 
in cultures all around the world.  Everyone 
researched the various materials used to 
create mobiles in the context of environmental 
sustainability and compared prices of 
commercially available mobiles. 

After the input from Chaldaea on how to create 
three dimensional creatures using felt, everyone 
designed a mood board and presented their 
ideas to the group before creating individual 
mobiles. The finished mobiles were unique and 
beautiful. Some people worked with papier 
maché, some with wire, clay or found objects 
and many with fabric, felt and coloured beads. 
All kinds of flying animals and objects appeared 
in the mobiles from rocket ships to butterflies 
and unicorns with wings- even an invented 
creature or two!

Cynthia: I was very interested in working 
with felt and decoration. I didn’t find it 
difficult at all because I was just cutting and 
stitching patterns.

Andries: It was enjoyable and exciting. It 
wasn’t difficult for me doing the mobile 
because it wasn’t my first time. The thing I 
enjoyed the most was working with pattern 
which was inspiring.

Thandiwe: For me making a mobile was 
the greatest thing. It was challenging 
sewing and cutting patterns and using felt 
as this was totally new to me, but this only 
inspired me more!

Ofentse: It was more interesting because 
we were working with pattern. Lesedi my 
class mate helped and taught me how to 
draw and cut out patterns and I had to 
teach others how to make other patterns 

from all I learned from making baby 
dolls.

Business Class with our own Portia
Story by Sbongile Ngobeni

Portia Thenjwayo was once a student at Imbali. Since completing her studies at Imbali she 
has been all over Africa with art and has done very well for herself in the craft world. Now 
she has come to work with Imbali as an office co-ordinator. Since Kagiso and Robyn, who 
were teaching craft business last year, couldn’t come back, Portia took over the running of 
Imbali’s business skills training. Under the business course she teaches pricing and costing of 
products, putting up shop displays as well as all the aspects of running a craft business such 
as invoicing, record keeping etc.

On the 8th day of July our new teacher miss Portia 
took us on a trip to Art Africa in Parkview, this trip 
was about learning how to display and how to price 
and witness the quality of products. Art Africa is 
a store where one can find craft products made 
by artists from all over the Africa continent. After 
Art Africa we also went to Moyos at the Zoo Lake. 
There they had products from different artists and 
in different styles  and  a really big space, they also 
have a restaurant. The two storeys of Moyo’s really 
do promote African artists and the display is amazing 
and we all really learned a lot from this trip when it 
comes to running their own businesses.



Imbali student stories
Sbongile Ngobeni (2nd yr)
I am Sibongile Ngobeni from Mpumalanga one of South 
Africa’s 9 provinces. I grew up in a small village where I 
lived with my mother and 5 siblings. I looked up to my 
older brother who loved art and I followed in his footsteps. I 
began drawing and painting at a young age. There were not 
many opportunities to pursue a career in art in my village 
so I came to Johannesburg and found the Imbali Project, it 
was at Imbali that I found a place I could really fit in and do 
what I love. 

At Imbali I honed my skills in drawing and design and I 
developed in the field of textile printing.  Potato printing 
was amazing to learn, it went crazy in my heart. I love 
printing and coming up with my own designs inspired by the 
patterns, textures and colours of South Africa.

I live in the notorious township of Alexandra, where crime 
is prominent, for many people it is the first priority. The 
lack of education in my community pushes young people to 
do drugs and girls get pregnant often at a very early age. 
Crime is not a way forward for my generation. I have chosen 
to empower myself educationally and mentally to be responsible as a young person and to 
live a better life and change the society that I live in.  My textile design and printing helps me 
do this. Through art I can change my life and the life of those around me for the better.

Bongeka Ntandane (1st yr)
Where I live in Rondebult there are no 
streetlights and no tar roads. We have recently 
been given electricity. The place is quite dull. 
Many young people aren’t working or studying. 
If they do get work, it is as domestic workers or 
in retail shops. There are no trains in our area 
which makes it difficult to go to places.

My mother is a domestic worker and when I used 
to go with her to work I didn’t want to come 
back home because of the pleasant life I saw in 
that wealthier suburb. I liked the peace and how 
green and clean it was. As I grew up though, I 
learnt to appreciate what I have. I made my own 
garden by planting grass and flowers. My mother 
brought home some small trees which I planted 
too. Now my garden is my own special happy 
place.

My mother also used to bring home old clothes from work and I would change them to create 
something unique to wear. I made everything for myself including jewelry using leather, 
buttons, fabric and wood - anything I could find.

At Imbali I learnt to structure my art and craft. I like working in a clean workspace and I’m 
learning how to perfect my craft. I have most enjoyed working with clay to make vases and 
learning the technique of appliqué.  At home I have started teaching my brothers and their 
friends how to create necklaces and bracelets from fabric beads. I plan to continue sharing 
my skills with others so that their lives have a chance of improving.
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Andries Sefuno (2nd yr)
My name is Andries Sefuno, I live in South 
Africa in the area of Randfontein (West of 
Johannesburg). I am from the Batswana tribe 
and I speak Setswana. I grew up in the North 
West Province near the town of Zeerust in a 
village called Dinokana. I started doing art 
at the age of seven when I started primary 
school in 1992. I was doing pencil sketches.

My mother was a domestic worker in the 
Gauteng province in Randfontein and I came 
from the village to stay with her to complete 
my schooling, as life was hard in the village.  
In the year 2010 I started teaching myself 
how to do craft. But the challenge was 
tools and materials; I had no money to buy 
them. I didn’t give up and I developed my 
own technique of working with found plastic 
bags and making them into human being 
sculptures. I exhibited my sculpture at several 
festivals and I won the ‘Heritage Youth Arts 
and Culture Competition’ for my sculpture 
of a village made from plastic and natural 
materials.

I joined Imbali to learn how to use fabric paint and work with fabric printing. This is now my 
passion and I particularly love screen-printing. I work very carefully and take time to ensure 
that when I print the designs and colours work perfectly together. During the weekends and 
holidays I print t-shirts for people in my community who order them especially. I also teach 
printing to the people in my community who are interested to learn.

My dream is to teach my printing skills to people in my community and I would also like to 
open a shop selling craft and art. I am inspired by my Tswana culture and my early years 
living in a rural area collecting wood and herding goats and cows really gave me a love for my 
culture.

Paul Moiloa (3rd yr)
Growing up as a child in Randfontein 
Mohlakeng, art has always been my 
passion. I was inspired by my uncle who 
is a phenomenal artist. He inspired me 
to pursue my dream and I joined Imbali. 
Imbali has immersed my creativity with 
the knowledge of textile design, ceramic 
design, weaving, and jewellery. During 
my studying at Imbali I’ve grown to be 
more passionate about textile designs, 
how different techniques are used, potato 
printing, silkscreen printing and dying. I 
would love to have my own enterprise when 
I graduate.

‘One branch is easy to break. Multiple branches 
grouped together are not easily borken. Unity is 
strength and power. United we stand, divided we 
fall.’ -a poem by Paul



The UJ exhibition we visited in June was about 
hand mind seeing making and understanding. 
Master weavers, beadwork makers, potters and 
painters, each situated in a particular cultural 
landscape, showed us through their work, how, by 
using their eyes, hands and minds, amazing things 
can be done. Learning from different cultures, we 
saw the beadwork of the Ndebele people and how 
they used it to make cultural clothes like aprons. 
There was another section for clay products -pots 
and bowls with different designs on each pot.  The 
measurements of the designs are amazing, equal 
and very straight.
This exhibition was curated by Helen Smuts of the 
Africa Meets Africa Project.

 

On point using your hands and eyes 
-Imbali students visit an exhibition at UJ 
Story by Lucy Mashinini

Kopa visits Imbali to teach Moulage and Animation
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During the month of November Manja Eland 
and Linda Rosink of KOPA worked at Imbali, 
teaching new techniques. 

Moulage -by Linda Rosink

The 2nd and 3rd year students worked 
with Linda Rosink. Linda is a fashion design 
teacher from the Netherlands. The project is 
part of the cultural exchange between Imbali 
and Kopa.
 
During these four weeks the students learned 
the process of modelling and draping fabric on 
to a mannequin/doll and designing an outfit, 
this technique is called 
Moulage (french word: 
pronounced Muu’lasz). 

In the first week we 
started with diffferent 
techniques and fabric 
manipulations. Firstly 
we were designing and 
remodelling old clothes 
on the doll. A nice way 
of upcycling old outfits 
into new designs. It 
was great to see the 
students experiment 
with shapes and 
silhouets, they are a 
creative bunch.

We also experimented 
with fabric on a doll and 
learned how to make a 
basic top pattern using 
Moulage techniques. 

The second week 
we started our 
design process. The 
assignment was to 
create a concept about 
contrast: Dry-Wet, 
Urban-Nature, Happy-
Sad. From our own 
picked contrasts we 
were sourcing pictures 
from magazines and books. These pictures were the starting points for our designs. Fabrics 
were dyed, outfits were designed and of course made in the last two weeks! 

The end results were used in a nice photoshoot, using accesoiries from the Imbali shop to 
complete the whole picture. And of course we exhibited the beautiful designs at Graduation 
day.



I really enjoyed 
teaching all the 
students, they 
were eager and 
enthusiastic. I’m 
also proud of 
the results, the 
designs show 
how much the 
students have 
learned through 
the process. 

Thanks to Imbali 
for hosting this 
project, it has 
been a great 
experience!

I wish all the 
students good 
luck and success 
during their path 
into the crafts 
business!

Animation -by Manja Eland

Our first year students have been 
working with Manja Eland. She is 
an artist who builds her images 
with shadow, using an old school 
overhead projector. With textiles, 
plants and drawing on plastic she 
creates her own grey scale world. 
Using overhead projectors and 
cameras the students worked on 
creating short animated stories 
made from shadow drawings. 
This means they assembled an 
image out of drawings, little bits 
and elements that will make 
nice shadows and move them 
around to tell a story while taking 
pictures of each little step. On 
the computer all the pictures are 
combined to make an animation. 

As we speak we are still in the middle of the process, but the first results look promising. 
Wonderful little shadow worlds are being created, with birds, planets, swings, cars and quite 
a few dinosaurs actually. The students are bringing in nice little plants and things they find to 
put on the projector. 

‘Working with overhead projectors always works its magic, the nice thing about it is that 
you can keep moving things around, and nothing is fixed until you decide it is finished. This 
provides a wonderful space to play and experiment.’ –Manja Eland

If you are curious about the work Kopa does in the Netherlands check:
 www.kopakan.nl

If you are curious to see more of Manja’s work check:
www.manjaeland.nl
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In April the 1st years were challenged for their first 
time with clay to make 2 big vases. They certainly 
stood up to the test and made beautiful vases 
decorated with the themes of machines or face 
features.

The 1st years also did wonders with screen-
printing. Their theme was ‘well known and loved 
SA food brands’ and they found this exciting 

and challenging. 
They had to cut 
their chosen 
design into a 
stencil but it was 
not a problem 
for these young 
artists. They 
then printed 
their designs on 
their own hand 
dyed fabric.   

The first project the new students embarked 
on after the foundation course was the ‘Tree 
Applique’s’. All the individual panels were 
combined to form 2 large wall hangings.

Hilights from the 2015 programme in pictures
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The 2nd and 3rd years were also involved in an exciting 
experiment with screen printing whereby each student had to 
bring an actual plant and expose it for the design instead of the 
normal technique of drawing and transferring the design onto 
transparent paper. They made beautiful table runners.

The 2nd and 3rd years made another 
stunning product with their potato printed 
fabrics, they made picnic quilts which have 
been selling like hot cakes at the Imbali shop.

Again 
the 2nd 
and 3rd 
showed 
their 
experience 
and skills 
when they 
made 
ceramic 
“bug 
bowels”

Baby shoes and adult slippers was another 
successful  1st year project.



14

The Imbali shop
By Lungani Mogale
We visited the Imbali shop to find out how business has been…. We spoke to Prudence who is 
running the shop. 
Q: How did the shop do with sales this year?
Prudence: The sales have been good but not like last year and winter is the worst season for 
us.
Q: How did you find the products made by students this year?
Prudence: I found them very innovative. Techniques have improved, like 
this year the potato printing looks much better than from years back and 
the variety of products has increased we have patchwork clothing and 
adults slippers.
Q: Do you think we’ve developed good relationships with our clients?
Prudence: Yes we have because now we have loyal customers and cus-
tomers coming back to check on new products and buy.
Q: Since you’ve been working at the shop do you see growth or progress 
with the shop?
Prudence: Yes, there is a lot of progress and good progress because the 
shop is well taken care of and also the quality products play a big role. 

The Newtown Junction 
student shop
This year a mall in Newtown opened called 
Newtown Junction Mall and it’s a place to 
be when one is in the area. The Imbali 
students where offered a shop in the mall to 
run themselves and sell their products. Now 
Rudaiba and Tebogo are managing the shop 
since they are passed students of Imbali and 
have the time. Current and passed Imbali 
students supply the shop with their products. 

The large incubator order for the year was 1000 roll 
up fabric backgammon sets for INSIGHT actuaries 
and accountants. A number of Imbali students and 
graduates spent their June/July holidays working in 
the Imbali studio to meet this deadline. The client was 
thrilled with the result and everyone involved learnt a lot 
about production.

Cartoon
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Mondli is in trouble for breaking the needle 
and Sandile is gonna have to tell on him 
because he needs to use the machine.

Another busy week at Imbali. Some are late everyday and some are 
just not getting the work done. So this is 5 days of unpicking.

After a very busy week there is a relaxing yoga 
class in the studio taught by Dr Mariaan.

Games

Find the following words in the above 
letters:
1. Jewellery 2. screen printing 3. Starch 
batik 4. Ceramics 5. Applique 6. Baby shoe

Find your way through the aove maze.



All the products that you see here in our newsletter you can find for sale in the Imbali shop at 
Museum Africa. 
We would like to thank all our facilitators for their help and guidance during the year.

Imbali can be contacted @ The Bus Factory, 3 Helen Joseph Steet, Newtown, Johannesburg.
Tel: +27 11 492 3333 
Web site: imbali.za.org
Facebook: Imbali Visual Literacy Project

Special thanks to our funders and partners 
without whom none of this would be possible:

National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund
Virginia Wellington Cabot Foundation

Caths SETA
National Arts Council

MASANA Petrolium Solutions
Museum Africa

The Imbali Board
Friends of Imbali
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The Imbali crafts training includes visits to museums, galleries and shops. Here Imbali 
students visit ‘J.H Pierneef: A Space for Landscape’ at the Standard Bank Gallery and discuss 

the art work.


