
Imbali Student Newslettter
 

Year-end 2021



This newsletter is the result of a team effort. 
Lungani and the editorial team begin meeting 
in the beginning of the year to plan and 
prepare and to decide who is going to write 
about what. This generates excitement and 
energy and provides students with useful life 
skills such as team collaboration and decision 
making; editing, interviewing, research and 
working to deadlines.
The content of the newsletter brings into 
focus the activities covered throughout the 
year such as the Imbali programme, visits/ 
excursions, visiting facilitators, graduations 
and Imbali graduates.

Contributors:
Unathi Mgolombane
Nomthandazo Mdlalose

Editor’s note:
I’d like to thank the students who volunteered 
to work on this year’s issue. For this 
newsletter to happen, it is entirely up to the 
students to do the tasks in their own time. 
Once they commit to being journalists, it is 
then important to see it through and take full 
responsibility for their tasks. The students 
mentioned above did just that!

Who is Imbali?
 Imbali is a professional training provider 
of art, craft and design skills and creative 
arts teacher education. With 33 years of 
experience, Imbali is a leader in its field. 

ABOVE: Potato printing and fashion design project FRONT COVER: 2nd years showing their completed  
laptop and tablet pouches created from their own hand dyed and potato printed fabrics 

As a non-profit organisation (NPO) Imbali 
focusses on the disadvantaged in society.

Vision To change people’s lives through arts 
education and training.

Mission Imbali is committed to achieving 
and maintaining a leadership role in the arts, 
crafts and design education and training 
sector through upholding high standards 
of training and professional teacher 
development, emphasising creativity and 
innovation in everything we do.

Imbali is characterised by the following key 
attributes:
• Helping individuals reach their full 

potential as artists, crafters, designers 
and teachers.

• Contributing to the development of a 
vibrant artistic and cultural economy in 
South Africa

• Excellence, innovation and mastery in 
the arts and crafts sectors

• Upliftment, sharing and co-operation 
between arts, crafts, design and other 
disciplines.

With this set of values, Imbali will continue to 
grow and set new standards in the fields of 
craft production and design and creative arts 
teacher education in South Africa. Imbali is a 
non-profit organisation that relies on funding 
to run all its activities.

The Imbali Programme
Planning a year in the midst of the COVID 
pandemic is not easy as one knows it 
will be full of uncertainties, possible 
lockdowns and funding even more  
scarce than usual. The programme has to 
be structured in a more flexible way so as 
to be able to continue with the modules 
no matter what situations arise. 

Barrel firing has become a regular event 
in the ceramics curriculum (p9). This 
year, both 1st and 2nd years got to build, 
burnish and fire their pots in a barrel of 
fire! This is a very exciting technique to 
learn about and to put into practice and 
the results are usually unpredictable, 
colourful and amazing. 

Beautiful table runners were made by 
the 1st years’ during an introduction to 
a starch batik (p5). This process used 
animal prints as the design inspiration. 
The students did some research about 
the animals they chose, sketching their 
prints into designs that were then 
transferred onto fabric.  

The 2nd years meanwhile were busy with 
patchwork and entering into the business 
skills courses with Portia. These are very 
important modules for the learners if 
they wish to market and sell their craft 
work. Imbali students learn the basics 
of how to cost and price products and 
they gain insights by going on field trips 
to markets and retailers around joburg 
so that they can see what’s out there, 
compare it with their own products and 
visualise putting their craft out into the 
world- with price tags! This module takes 
them all the way to their 3rd year where 

the learning intensifies and becomes 
focused on the students’ individual 
product ranges (p18-19).

The 3rd year students kicked off with 
the ABCD (Asset Based Community 
Development) module with Portia. 
ABCD is about bringing awareness to the 
individual by looking into the assets that 
are in their surroundings that they can 
use to start their own businesses or skills 
development groups. It is an excellent 
preparation for their product choice and 
development.  

The 1st years were introduced to fabric 
dyeing and potato printing techniques. 
They produced beautiful 1 metre-length 
fabrics - the colour scheme as usual 
was carefully thought-through, and 
discussed. This year the program was 
structured slightly differently because all 
the fabrics produced by the first years 
were put on hold until their ‘Introduction 
to sewing module’ with mama Connie, 
during which the batiks and potato 
prints were made into table runners and 
aprons.

On the next few pages you can see 
pictures of some of what we’ve done this 
year.
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ABOVE: 1st students create starch batik table runners 
inspired by animal hide patterns

ABOVE and LEFT: 2nd years potato 
printing and sewing laptop pouches as 
part of a plan production module

RIGHT: Photographic screen printed 
products made by 2nd and 3rd year 
students during a specialist module 
earlier this year
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BELOW: 1st year students create tea towls from their screen printed plant designs

ABOVE: screen printed buildings 
created by 1st years

2020 Graduation 
The 2020 graduation ceremony 
was held in Margo Snoyman’s 
garden in Orange Grove. Each 
3rd year student had a table to 
display the products they were 
specialising in during their last 
year at school. The 3rd year 
at Imbali focuses mainly on 
product development and each 
student chooses a technique 
and a product range to work 
on. The 3rd years’ work a lot on 
their own and have regular feedback sessions and assistance from Imbali staff. They 
also have input sessions from experts and specialists in various design fields to give 
advice and to further inspire them on their journey.

The students of 2020 really performed well and their displays showed how hard 
they had worked. They created  a wonderful range of items from embroidered bags 
to ceramics, tie-dyed fabric and funky screen-printed t-shirts and cushion covers. 
The displays looked professional and the prices were carefully worked out with 
knowledge gained from their 2nd year Costing and Pricing module.

Early in 2021, Aranda Textile Mills announced that  
3 blanket designs created by Imbali students in 
2020 had been selected  to win prizes. We had 
a celebration during which prize throws were 
awarded to the winning students. The winners 
were really happy to be acknowledged by this big 
blanket-making company. 

ABOVE: Unathi Mgolombane, 
one of the prize winners with 
her Aranda throw
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2nd year students also created yarn bowls 
decorated with geometric African-style patterns. 1st years 
made traditional round pots fired in  a barrell and plant 
inspired vases.

In the ceramics studio 2nd years create terracotta portrait pots
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2nd years created beautiful platters 
decorated with  observational drawings of 
flowers and plants.

RIGHT: shelves in the ceramics studio 
displaying products in various stages of 
completion.
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ABOVE: Third years create ceramic plates and bowls inspired by 
famous South African print makers
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Excursions
The 2nd years went on the most outings 
this year because of their business skills 
modules which require them to research 
and expand their knowledge of products, 
product ranges and the pricing of craft 
products. They visited 44 Stanley;  Art 
Africa in Parkview as well as Kim Sacks’ 
Gallery. 

We were unable to visit all the galleries 
and exhibitions we usually like to 
experience due to lockdown but we did 
have the opportunity to participate in 
a virtual exhibition run by the Standard 
bank Gallery called ‘Photographs in our 
Mother Tongue’. Imbali held workshops 
for school teachers at our studios where 
they were presented with creative ways 
of enriching the experience of the online 
exhibition for their own learners and 
Imbali students had fun learning how 
to navigate their way around the virtual 
exhibition space.

We usually like the 3rd year students to 
experience a skills exchange programme 
where they go to an interesting part of 
the country and learn a craft technique 
that’s different from the skills they have 
been taught at Imbali. This year, funds 
and opportunities were few but we 
did manage to take the 3rd years and 
staff away for a weekend to the Good 
Shepherd Retreat near Magaliesberg to 
do some concentrated planning for their 
Outreach facilitation workshops next 
year.

Designing lampshades 
with Andromochi
3rd years participated in a virtual module 
during which designer Andromachi 
Lykartsi facilitated the creation of 
innovative lampshades. She is based in 
Rome so this was the first time such a 
successful long-distance collaboration 
has been conducted. Many different 

materials, techniques and designs were 
experimented with and everyone learnt 
so much.

Margo Snoyman also volunteered her 
time and experience to give input and 
advice to the third year students on the 
development of their product ranges.

Designing a range of 
Zulu-inspired clothes 
with Estifanos & 
Lungelo
Towards the end of the year Imbali 
received a surprise visit from Estifanos 
Kuilch, a fashion design lecturer from 
the university of Bahir Dar in Ethiopia. 
He wanted to volunteer his expertise 
and was just in time to work with a past 
student of Imbali’s, Lungelo Zungu who 

had proposed a collaboration between 
himself as fashion designer and the 
students based on Zulu mats (isicipho) 
and his Zulu heritage. 

This unlikely but hugely successful 
collaboration saw the students creating a 
range of original fashion items- a process 
they participated in from conception 
to completion- brainstorming, drawing, 
pattern-making sewing and finally 
modelling. The clothes were beautiful, 
Portia and the 1st years; created 
remarkable accessories and some of the 
1st years provided haunting, atmospheric 
music during the show. 

Unathi and Nomthandazo spoke to 
the 3rd year students about the 2 
modules which they do in their last year, 
the Facilitators’ course and Product 
Development. 
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Facilitators course
Yanga Tukela  reflects:

LESSONS FROM THE COURSE
‘What the course taught me is that in 
order to teach you have to plan how 

you will design your space, plan your 
presentation, and also plan the duration. 
I learnt how to design an interesting 
poster and to create a mood board 
for my classroom. The course gave me 
confidence to teach hand embroidery 
and painting.’

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE AND BEYOND
‘I am unable to reveal my plans as yet 
but what I can advise my fellow youth is 
that if you want to start something don’t 
wait, do it and if you are unsure come 
to Imbali and upskill yourself or intern 
somewhere and be the best that you can 
be.’
 
Nonhlanhla Sangweni reflects:

WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THE 
COURSE?
‘The course taught me how to facilitate 
young and old people; I have learnt how 
to understand their way of thinking.’

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE AND BEYOND
‘I will continue to sew only embroidered 
shirts because that is my main focus and 
I hope it goes well.’
 
Sthembiso Mdakane reflects:

WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THE 
COURSE?
‘I want to teach children potato printing, 
so the course taught me ways to keep 
them active, how to create games that 
will get them comfortable with each 
other. I learnt how to encourage kids to 
reach their full potential.’

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE AND BEYOND
‘I plan to share my skills that I have 
learnt at Imbali with my community. I 
want to inspire the youth in my township 
and I hope they learn a great deal from 
me. I will also host events to get them 
involved in and activate the art industry 
so that we can better our lives.’
 

Product development
Sthembiso Mdakane reflects:
‘To me it is all about me and  choosing 
what I love. The reason why I chose 
applique is because it gives me 
opportunities to play. It flows well and 
in my 1st year I did well in it. I chose 
‘village life’ as my theme because with 
all the commotion happening I would 
love to take people back to their roots. I 
love how I can work with applique almost 
anywhere with limited restrictions. My 
one challenge is sewing using a machine, 
but I’m not one to give up easily.’

Nonhlanhla Sangweni:
‘In the beginning it was really stressful 
for me, not because I did not know what 
to do but that I had to work alone. I was 
accountable for each and everything, 
but after a month I got used to it. The 
disadvantage was working from home 
because I lack time management and I 
was not able to go out and socialize with 
my peers which sparks up creativity and 
keeps me motivated. My advantage was 
that I was working with mama Connie 
and she made sure that I did the work.’

OVERALL EXPERIENCE AT IMBALI 
‘Imbali has helped me to sharpen my 
skills and to know different stages of art, 
to understand that art is broad and to go 
back to the basics.’ Yanga

‘It was fun and eventful. I am grateful 
for the whole experience because I have 
gained confidence in public speaking, 
learnt art jargon which was relatively 
new to me. It is nice to know that art is 
everywhere and all we have to do is open 
our eyes.’ Adele
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Yanga Tukela: ‘It is 
all about knowing 
which skill you 
excel in. When 
deciding on what 
you will make, you 
need to plan your 
concept and be 
able to complete it 
on your own.’

Adelaide Mthembu: ‘Developing your own products is where one showcases oneself and how 
well one works under pressure. I can say that it is different from 1st and 2nd year experience as it 
forces you to be creative and manage your own schedule. Usually Imbali sources the materials and 
comes up with themes for the end products. This time I was working alone and it was more bumpy, 

especially because 
I had chosen to 
work with wool 
and sourcing the 
material was the 
fun part. Creating 
the end product 
and weekly critic 
sessions was a 
daunting process 
because no one 
is prepared for 
the amount of 
pressure that 
comes with it. I 
am making felt 
earrings and 
brooches that are 
a representation 
of who I am; 
bright, fun and 
colourful.

Nonhlanhla SangweniLebuseng Mofokeng

Esetho Siphondo Sthembiso Mdakane

Yanga Tukela

Nonhlanhla: ‘The experience has been amazing. 
I got to know myself a bit more and about the 
whole art industry.’

‘Imbali has channelled my mind into different points 
of view, how I choose to view are and how I choose 
to work with it. Most importantly is that I am more 
comfortable with my art.’  Sthembiso18

19



Special thanks to our funders and partners without whom 
none of this would be possible: 

• Africa Craft Trust • Art Aid •Artist Proof Studio • BASA • 
Baskets4life • Caths SETA • Department of Arts and Culture • 

Moving into Dance • MTN Foundation • Museum Africa 
• National Arts Council • One Step • R.B. Hagart Trust 

• Sticky Situations  • The House of Embroidery • Virginia 
Wellington Cabot Foundation • The Imbali Board • Friends of 

Imbali and all who so generously contributed in so many ways to 
the project this past year.

Imbali can be contacted @ The Bus Factory, 
3 Helen Joseph Steet, Newtown, Johannesburg. 

Tel: +27 11 492 3333 
Email: imbalivisualliteracyproject@gmail.com

Web site: imbali.za.org  
Facebook & Instagram: Imbali Visual Literacy Project 


